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Subjects for the study of surgeons, the law being
then so severe against robbing graves that if we
had been discovered the magistrates would have
been obliged to carry the law into effect, and the
poor people would have exercised their vengeance
upon us ; but, notwithstanding all the dangers, our
enthusiasm for that study made us bold, and
fortune was propitious.
There was one of the public burying places a
little out of town; still, the houses were so near
that we could hear the voices of the women and
children. The coffins were laid in a deep trench in
lines one upon the other, the whole being covered
over with boards. One of us was appointed to go
and watch during the day for a funeral and to give
us notice. On this occasion, before nine o'clock,
we reached the place with a horse and sack. We
had a dark lantern. When we got over the wall
into the burying-ground we removed one or two
boards which covered the deep trench, then went
down the ladder, and we were surrounded by the
dead in their coffins, which were placed in lines one
on the other; the last on the row was the one
newly brought there; that we opened, and there lay
the body of a very beautiful girl about sixteen; her
face was full and round. How sweet and innocent
she looked in death! She was shrouded in white
linen, and sprinkled over with bits of red wool like
flowers* We passed our dark lantern round about